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August 2026 
 PTC  Affiliate of Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ (Inc.) 

Web address  www.ptc.nz  (scan barcode) 

E-mail 
 secretary@ptc.nz  

 (General correspondence and change of contact details) 

Facebook name  Peninsula Tramping Club Christchurch 

 

OUR CLUB 
Peninsula Tramping Club (PTC) caters for people of all ages who tramp for recreation.  
We run trips regularly, ranging from ‘easy’ to ‘hard’, day trips to long weekends.  
In addition to the monthly club meeting, a variety of social events are held every month.  

 
NEW MEMBER ENQUIRIES     
Please contact Derek Gane (Ph. 03 337-8264) or Irene Kilgour (Ph. 021-166- 3586) for  
Information. If you can’t reach them, contact any committee member. 

 
 

CLUB NIGHTS 

Club Nights are held on the second Tuesday of the month at Lancaster Park Community Centre, 
40 Stevens St, Waltham at 7.45pm. Doors open 7.30pm. 

Tues 11 August 

 

Trekking to Everest Base Camp in 2026 at my age! Should I have done this 40 years ago? 
 
Karen Fincham will show photos and talk about her recent trek to Mt Everest basecamp. 

 

Tues 8 September 
 

 

Members Photo Night 
 
Bring (on a USB) a selection of your best tramping photos from recent trips to share with 
club members. Pictures can be from Club or private trips.  
 
Raymond Ford will also give a brief update from FMC. 
 
Surplus Club gear will also be available for club members for a donation. More 
information in messages below.  

 

 

PTC Website 

PTC Facebook Page 

about:blank
about:blank
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SOCIAL EVENTS 
      
 

Friday 28 – Sunday 31 August 

Midwinter Christmas Basecamp at Lake Kaniere   
Join us in a warm cosy Bach at Lake Kaniere for a Midwinter celebration. 
Pot luck dinner and great company as well as tramping and biking 
options.  
Please phone / text Heather (021 0797101) or Kevin (0274 573 777) if 
you would like to come – ASAP please. 
 
West Coast Wilderness Trail 
Chris Leaver is keen to bike some of the West Coast Wilderness Trail before and/or after the base camp. 
Please contact Chris (021 0251 2011) if interested. 
 
See Trips list for more details 

 
For the most up-to-date information about Social Events, check the PTC website, the PTC Facebook page and look out 
for messages from PTC Communicator.  Maureen has been organising social events lately, but she welcomes help from 
others for daytime or evening social events.  Contact Maureen Thompson by phone or text 021-266-5778 or 
mothompson1212@gmail.com 

 

 

MESSAGES 
 

Surplus Gear Disposal 

At the September meeting the following surplus gear will be offered to members for a donation. 

 Billies : 4 pint, 6 pint, 8 pint 

 Coleman Featherlite 400 fuel stoves 

 Coleman Featherlite 442 fuel Stoves 

 Fuel Bottles 

 Ice Axes (older heavier ones) 

 

July Social Event  

Adventure Park walk and Café 

A perfect day for a PTC social walk at the Adventure Park 
organised by Anne Hunter. Most people walked up to the 
top and took the chairlift back down. Coffee and scones 
were enjoyed at Odering’s Cafe. Thanks Anne!  MT 

 

 

mailto:mothompson1212@gmail.com
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West Coast Wilderness Cycle Trail 

Chris Leaver is keen to bike some of the West Coast Wilderness Trail before and/or after the Lake Kaniere base camp 
(end August). See Trips list for more details. Please contact Chris if you are interested   021 0251 2011. 
 

 

PLB’s and First Aid Kits 

A reminder for trip Leaders.  
To make it easier for trip leaders who do not need to pick up other gear (day trips etc) the Club’s 3 PLB’s (along with 

first aid kits) are held at different locations around Christchurch, not just with the Gear Custodian.  

Held By Location Contact 

Evelien Baas Burnside 027 557 5521 

Graeme Nicholas Marshlands 027 504 7726 

Merv Meredith Halswell 027 372 7318   /  322 7239 

 

FMC Cards 

FMC Cards are no longer being posted out to members. They are available for members to pick up at the monthly 

meeting. Alternatively contact Graeme Nicholas to make alternative arrangements to pick one up. 

 

Proposed Mt Ruapehu Trip Feb 2027 
 
We would like to gauge if there was interest within PTC for a Mt Ruapehu base camp, likely in March 2027 (maybe 1-
2 weeks to explore the area). 
The plan is to stay in the Alpine Sports Club's A-frame hut:  32 bunks (4 bunks to a bunkroom) at around 
$50/night/person (includes food for dinner and breakfast - stored in freezers and pantries. Cooking and housekeeping 
done by participants. People could leave for a multi-day tramp and then return to the hut so long as their actual days 
stayed in the hut were clear. Note: DOC no longer allow visits to Crater Lake. 
Check out:   https://www.alpinesports.org.nz/huts/mt-ruapehu/ 
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/tracks-and-walks/tongariro-taupo/tongariro-
national-park-walks.pdf 
Please email your interest to Chris Leaver newptc75@gmail.com 

 

 

Advertising for New members 

The committee has been working on ways to grow our membership. We 

have updated an earlier pamphlet about the club to place on 

noticeboards, in cafes frequented by walkers and trampers and in the huts 

we visit. If you would like to help, pick up some printed copies at a club 

night and drop them off when you are out and about. We will also e-mail 

them out for you to print off yourself if you wish (note they are to be 

folded in half). 

It also our plan to leave a pamphlet and a copy of Footnotes in each hut 

the club visits.   

 

https://www.alpinesports.org.nz/huts/mt-ruapehu/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/tracks-and-walks/tongariro-taupo/tongariro-national-park-walks.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/tracks-and-walks/tongariro-taupo/tongariro-national-park-walks.pdf
mailto:newptc75@gmail.com
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TRIPS 

All proposals for trips, offers to lead, changes to trips or trip schedules must be directed to the trip planner Chris Leaver 
newptc75@gmail.com so the trip can be reviewed, put onto the PTC calendar and advertised. Details of trips are given 
as accurately as possible at the time of newsletter distribution, but things can change, so please contact the trip leader 
and check with the PTC website or Facebook page or messages from PTC communicator for the most up-to-date 
information. We want to offer trips with ranges of difficulty so even if you haven’t ventured out in a wee while, please 
consider leading an “easy” level trip for those members who need a less arduous or slower pace trip. 

Please contact the trip leader if you intend (or are just thinking about) going on a trip. This helps the trip leader with 
planning and you can be contacted directly if for some reason plans change or the trip is cancelled.  

 
 
7 -8 Aug Anti-Crow hut Arthurs Pass 

Fri-Sat  Graeme Nicholas 
●● 
Easy 

This is an easy -moderate trip up the Waimakariri river to the recently restored Anti-crow hut. This 
is on the south side of the river so should be a very pleasant winter trip if we get a sunny day (and 
probably keeping our boots dry too!) The hut is bookable and there is only 1 bunk left. 
 
 

 Contact Graeme by 1st August 027 504 7726 

 
 
 
 
7 -8 Aug Anti-Crow hut- Bealey Spur Arthurs Pass 

Fri-Sat  Kevin Hughes 
●● 
Mod-Hard 

As an addition to Graeme’s Anti-Crow trip (above) I will be walking into the anti-crow with the 
group but returning via Jordon saddle then up a ridge onto Bealey spur being picked up at road 
end. Please let me know if you’re interested. There is room for 1 more person for this moderate 
hard return option (one bunk left). 
  

 Contact Kevin by 1st August 027 4573 777 

 
 
 
8 August Planting - Quail Island/Otamahua   

Sat Kerry Moore 

● 

 
A rewarding day helping to revegetate the island. Free ferry ride. Tools provided. Take gardening 
gloves and usual tramping gear. Early indications of your keenness would be helpful. Only one place 
left. 
 

 Contact Kerry by 6th August 03 359 5069 or mooorty@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
9 August Duncan Park  Ferrymead 

Sun Sue Britain 

● 
Easy-Mod 

Easy moderate 13 Km walk from pony club to Jacks Track.  Undulating above Horotane Valley to 
gondola car park. Ramble through reserves to Ferrymead area and follow Heathcote river back to 
the start. Bring binoculars if you like watching estuary birds.  

 Meet 10 am Chapmans Road/Port Hills Road by French Bakery. 

 Contact Sue by Friday 7th August suebritain@gmail.com 021 138 0836 

mailto:newptc75@gmail.com
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16 August Opawaho Divide, 360o Trail Christchurch 

Sun Chris Leaver 

● 
Easy 

An easy, flat, 16 km 6-7 hour walk from Riccarton to Halswell Quarry. The “divide” is the separation 
of the Avon/Otakaro and Heathcote/Opawaho watersheds.  
 

 Meet 9:30 in Titoki St, near the corner with Rimu St, outside Riccarton Bush.  

 Contact Chris by 15th August 021 0251 2011. 

 
 
 
 
23 August Point 1997 / Craigieburn Range Craigieburn 

Sun Peter Umbers 

● 
Mod-Hard 

From the Porters Heights Skifield Lodge go up through mountain bike tracks onto the ridge then up 
to point 1997 where we should see views over the back toward Lake Coleridge. Depending on party 
fitness, weather and snow conditions we could continue along the top ridge and maybe look down 
into crystal basin. Crampons and ice axe needed. Cost $70/car 
 
 

 Meet 7.30 am Church Corner 

 Contact Peter by 22th August 022 677 2634  or 359 9118 

 
 
 
 
 
28-30  Aug Lake Kaniere Base Camp West Coast 
Fri-Sun  Heather and Kevin Hughes 
●●● 
all 

Staying in a cosy bach at Lake Kaniere there are walks of various grades (including the Lake Kaniere 
walkway, Water race walkway, Mt Brown and Mt Tuhua) or bring your bike and cycle a section of 
the West Coast wilderness trail. Leaving Christchurch on Friday morning or after work. Please book 
early so we can secure a bach. 
 

 Book with Heather and Kevin  ASAP 021 0797 101 or 332 6281 

 
 
 
27 & 31 Aug West Coast Wilderness Trail – Bike Ride 

Lake Kaniere Base Camp Addition 

West Coast 

Thurs & Mon  Chris Leaver 
● 
Bike 

Option to bike some of the West Coast Wilderness Trail before and/or after the Lake Kaniere 
base camp. Possibly driving over Thursday 27 Aug to do the Kumara to Greymouth Section. Stay 
in Kumara Thursday night 27Aug, then drive to Kaniere Friday.  
After the basecamp do wilderness trail from Kaniere to Kumara which could be done in a day, 
stopping for lunch at Cowboy paradise.  Hopefully there might be people from the Basecamp 
who could drop the cars at Kumara on the way home. 
Weather dependent and flexible depending on what people want to do, available car drivers etc. 
 

 Please contact Chris if you are interested    021 0251 2011. 
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5 Sept Bealey Spur Arthurs Pass 

Sat Jaimee Latham 

● 
Easy- Mod 

A gentle up-hill, 12 km return walk to an interesting historic hut on the edge of the bush. Beech 
forest, tussocks and tarns make this an interesting trip with spectacular views of the Waimakariri 
River and many peaks in the national park. Cost $98/car 
 

 Meet 8.30 am at Mobil Yaldhurst where there is easy parking in large grass area by the road. 

 Contact Jaimee by 1st September 020 4134 3625 

 
 
13 Sept Sumner to Awaroa/Godley Head Port Hills 

Sun Joy Schroeder  

● 
Easy- Mod 

We take the steep Flowers track over Scarborough Hill and down to Taylors Mistake. From there we 
join the historic Godley Head Walkway out to Boulder Bay and on to Scotts Cabin. Return on a loop 
track back to Taylors, then usual route back to Sumner.  
Contact Joy (text only) you are planning to come. 
 

 Meet 9am at Sumner clock tower on the Esplanade. 

 Text Joy  by 11th September 027 751 4655 

 
 
20 Sept Panama Rock/Otepatotu Reserve Banks Peninsula 

Sun Chris Leaver 

● 
Easy- Mod 

Starting in Le Bons Bay we’ll explore tracks in Panama Rock Reserve including the grunt up to 
Laverick Ridge road. Then follow a legal road to Otepatotu Reserve and 755m Lavericks Peak. 
Spectacular views of the dyke, bays and remnant totara forest. Cost $69/car 
 

 Meet at 8.30 outside Halswell school on Halswell rd 

 Contact Chris by 18th September 021 0251 2011 

 
 
27 Sept Mt Oxford Canterbury Foothills 

Sun Murray Hight 

● 
Moderate 

Drive through the Waimakariri Gorge to Mountain Road, Coopers Creek car park. After crossing a 
small stream, we walk through Beech Forest on a well-marked track. As we climb, the forest 
eventually gives way to Snow Tussock and open hill country, with great views of the plains and Lees 
Valley on a clear day. After lunch at the top, retrace our steps back to the cars making an approx. 
10 km 7 hour walk. Bring warm clothing and cash to pay the drivers. Map, BW22. Cost $38/car 
  

 Meet at West Melton pub carpark 8.30am. 

 Text Murray by 24th September 027 555 0059 

 
 
10-12 Oct Ashley/Rakahuri/Youngman Stream Puketeraki Range 

Fri-Sat 
/Sat-Sun  

Graeme Nicholas 

●● 
Easy-Mod 

Easy-moderate tramp from Lees Valley to Youngman Stream Hut. Possible circuit via Tarn Hut over 
the tops. 

Dates are flexible Fri-Sat or Sat-Sun 
 
 

 Contact Graeme by 4th October 027 504 7726 
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TRIP REPORTS 
 
Please email trip reports and photo’s to the editor at heather@nivek.co.nz by the 25th of the month for inclusion in the 
following month’s newsletter. Photos need to be around 640x480 pixels (about 100 to 200 KB). Photos with date and 
time in the file-name allow them to be placed in the correct order. 

 
 

Waka paddle  
Sat 11th July 2026 

 

Five club members made our way over to Naval Point, Lyttelton for the 
Paddle. The weather was a bit chilly to start off with, but improved as 
we paddled round Quail Island, with a stopover on the South Beach for 
morning tea. 
We were told winter is the best time to paddle as the sea can be a lot 
calmer. Paddling round the Island gave us a chance to observe the many 
species of bird life. Paddling certainly exercises the Upper Back muscles, 
thus the slower speed back to Naval Point. 
Waka Paddling is very intoxicating, I will be organising another trip, 
hopefully in November.  
Thank you to the Waka Club also Mike, Wendy, Kim and Keith  MH 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo’s by MH 

mailto:heather@nivek.co.nz
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Kelly Range 
Matariki 10th – 12th July 2026 

 
Four winter-ready trampers set off from Kellys car-park, late morning, and made the steep climb through west coast 
forest, to the alpine zone for lunch and on to Carroll Hut. Our four and the two young women at the 10-bed hut were 
later joined by more groups, so some had to sleep on the floor and two tented 100m down from the hut. The crowded 
hut was no surprise on this three-day Matariki weekend. The surprise came on day two. 
Danny was chief cook and his pasta and salami meal was enjoyed by the team. Eating the pasta meal lightened his load 
minimally. We were amazed at the heavy stuff that emerged from his pack over the three days—an SLR camera, bag of 
mandarins, and probably the heaviest Swiss-army knife you can buy, were some of his luggage. Our group needed good 
sleeping-bags for this trip as Carroll Hut has no wood-burner. One guy sleeping on an inflatable mat and with two 
sleeping bags said he was cold all night. 

 

 
 
 
9am on a very frosty Saturday, we were heading to the Kelly Saddle tarns, then on to the bigger tarns of Kelly Range. 
These-days the track is well marked with waratahs and fibre-glass poles. Kyungsang learned about ice in Korea and 
correctly evaluated a small tarn to walk across. Kevin took the movie while we watched waiting for cracks to appear. 
One tarn had drained 50cm since its ice formed and had collapsed into a mass of icy shards. A long 220m descent got us 
to the awkward scrub zone, but near the forest zone we stopped at an excellent, clear spot for lunch in perfect 
weather.  

 
 
The forest track follows a sharp spur above Seven Mile Creek and is well-made but has some big steps. The 1100m drop 
seemed interminable but we reached the creek with its gorse and tutu, then the Taipo vehicle track to the old Dillon 
homestead and on 300m to Dillon Hut. This was our big surprise. At 3:15 we were the only ones there and so it 
remained—only four to share the hut and its very effective wood and coal burner. Stoking coal was a problem as there 

Photo’s by DL. Mt Tara Tama in background 

Photo’s by KM 
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was no fire shovel. We improvised with a heavy-duty pot and soon we decided to stop feeding the flames to let the hut 
cool. 
Dinner was a beef curry dehy meal supplemented with rice and a few secret ingredients. The medium-grain rice made 
the mix a bit stodgy but it got eaten. The usual custard followed. Bed-time and no one could get into their winter 
sleeping bags. Later, they were needed and we awoke to a heavy frost with the water tap frozen, which became a 
problem when we had to wash our breakfast dishes. 
 
We had another 9am start for a second look into the old hut where we saw two fire-shovels—weird. Soon we were 
sizing up the creek for minimal immersion and got across with almost dry socks. From the creek outwash, we walked 
onto a groomed field where gold tailings had been levelled and sown in grass—appreciated by ten canada geese and a 
small flock of sheep. On the Taipo flats we passed diggers and other mining equipment. All down the Taipo there is 
evidence of mechinised activity and the track itself is wide enough for big diggers to move. Just before the track heads 
over to SH73 a side creek gave us a proper sock-wash. Kevin, our driver, showed a turn of speed and reached the 
highway aiming to hitch the twenty-five km to the car. Danny disappeared, west along the highway and to our delight 
arrived in a car to collect Kevin for a ride to Kellys. Both Kevin and Kerry had tried to hail a ride without success. Kev still 
had his wet boots on and nobly waited till the reunion at our exit point to change. This excellent trip was enjoyed by: 
Kevin Hughes, Kyungsang Lee, Danny Lee and Kerry Moore.   KM 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Looking down the Taipo Valley. Photo by KM Photo by KH 
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NOTES  
 
 

Committee 
Co-Presidents Graeme Nicholas 

Evelien Baas 
027 504 7726 
027 557 5521 

gra.nicholas@gmail.com 
baasevelien@gmail.com 

Treasurer / Secretary Graeme Nicholas 027 504 7726 gra.nicholas@gmail.com 
Trip Planner Chris Leaver 021 0251 2011 newptc75@gmail.com 
Editor Heather Hughes 021 0797 101 heather@nivek.co.nz 
Gear Custodian Evelien Baas 027 557 5521 baasevelien@gmail.com 
Committee Kevin Hughes 03 332 6281 home@nivek.co.nz 
 Jaimee Latham 020 4134 3625 Jldarkhorse124@gmail.com 

 
 
FMC Backcountry Magazines: These are now sent out as digital copies. Please, contact Mary McKeown at 
marylmckeown@yahoo.co.nz or 021 269 1165, if you would like to read a printed copy of the latest edition of FMC’s 
Backcountry magazine. 

Post Box: Due to changes at NZ Post, and changes in mailing habits, we have now terminated our PTC NZ Post Box so 
we no longer have a postal address. All correspondence should now be sent electronically to secretary@ptc.nz 
 
 
 

Contacts: Messages to secretary@ptc.nz are now being monitored periodically however if you want to contact a PTC 
committee member or Trip Leader it is best to please email them directly.  
If you want a message sent to all members by PTC Communicator, please e-mail the relevant committee member (e.g. 
trip planner, secretary etc) and include your name and email or phone number so recipients can contact you. 
Please do not reply to PTC communicator as these replies do not go to anyone.  
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