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March 2026

PTC Affiliate of Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ (Inc.)
Web address www.ptc.nz
E-mail secretary@ptc.nz (a committee member will respond)
Facebook name Peninsula Tramping Club Christchurch

All correspondence to the Secretary, including change of contact
Correspondence )

details

Committee

Trip Planner Sonja Risa 028 8517 3969 sonja.risa@gmail.com
Treasurer Graeme Nicholas 027 504 7726 gra.nicholas@gmail.com
Secretary Vacant
Editor Karen Fincham 027 554 0110 karenfincham97 @gmail.com
Gear Custodian Evelien Baas 027 557 5521 basevelien@gmail.com
Committee Vacant

New Member Enquiries: Please contact Derek Gane Ph (03) 337-8264 or Irene Kilgour Ph 021-166-3586
to for information. If you can’t reach them, contact any committee member.

OUR CLUB

Peninsula Tramping Club (PTC) caters for people of all ages who tramp for recreation. We run trips regularly,

ranging from ‘easy’ to ‘hard’, day trips to long weekends. In addition to the monthly club meeting, a variety of
social events are held every month.

CLUB NIGHTS

Club Nights are held on the second Tuesday of the month at Oxford Terrace Baptist Church Hall,
286 Oxford Terrace (corner of Madras St and Oxford Terrace) at 7.45pm. Doors open 7.30pm.

Tue 10 Marh

PTC 94" AGM

THE OLD GHOST ROAD. Due to technical difficulties, we have now replaced the presentation on the

Bibbulmun track with Evelien’s adventures on the 85-km long Old Ghost Road Track on
New Zealand’s West Coast.

WHAT DID YOU DO WHEN THINGS WENT WRONG?
Lessons learnt on the trail. . . Share your stories about unexpected events on trips

when things did not go according to plan, how they were resolved, and what you
learned.
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NOTES

FMC Backcountry Magazines: These are now sent out as digital copies. Please, contact Mary McKeown
at marylmckeown@yahoo.co.nz or 021 269 1165, if you would like to read a printed copy of the latest edition
of FMC’s Backcountry magazine.

With the absence of a Secretary, messages to PTC communicator via secretary@ptc.nz or ptc1932@gmail.com
are not being monitored regularly. We don’t get a notification about messages, so we don’t know messages are
there, and your message may be ignored and/or response delayed. If you want to contact a PTC member, please
email them directly — please do not reply to PTC communicator. If you are sending a message to members by
PTC Communicator, please include your name and email or phone number so recipients can contact you.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Tuesday 24" March : Tai Tapu Walk and Pub.

Meet at the Tai Tapu Hotel carpark, 780 Old Tai Tapu Road, at 6.00pm. We’ll do a
one-hour figure eight walk; around the domain, then to the old library, walking along
the river, and back probably via the road. Dinner is 7.00pm back at the pub. They
have Taco specials on Tuesdays in addition to the full menu. Names to Maureen
please 021-266-5778 or mothompson1212@gmail.com by Sunday 22" March.

For the most up-to-date information about Social Events, check the PTC website, the PTC

Facebook page and look out for messages from PTC Communicator. Maureen has been organising social events lately,
but she welcomes help from others for daytime or evening social events. Contact Maureen Thompson by phone or text
021-266-5778 or mothompson1212@gmail.com

TRIPS

All proposals for trips, offers to lead, changes to trips or trip schedules must be directed to the trip planner
Sonja Risa sonja.risa@gmail.com so the trip can be reviewed, put onto the and PTC calendar and advertised.
Details of trips are given as accurately as possible at the time of newsletter distribution, but things can change,
so please contact the trip leader and check with the PTC website or Facebook page or messages from PTC
communicator for the most up-to-date information. We want to offer trips with ranges of difficulty so even if
you haven’t ventured out in a wee while, please consider leading an “easy” level trip for those members who
need a less arduous or slower pace trip.

Although it hasn’t been usual club practice, in future please contact the trip leader if you intend (or are just thinking about) going on
a trip. This helps the trip leader with planning and you can be contacted directly if for some reason plans change or the trip is
cancelled.

7 Mar A Frame Hut — Hakatere Conservation Park
Sat Murray Hight
° From West Melton pub, drive through Hororata, Upper Rakaia Gorge bridge, and turn right

onto Double Hill Road. The start point is about 20 minutes up this road. Initially we will be
following a four-wheel track through farmland, climbing up to Turton’s Saddle. The Saddle
is easily traversed in 20 minutes onto a plateau with great views back to the Rakaia River.
From here it is an easy walk to the Hut, where we will have lunch and then retrace our
steps back to the cars. The tramp is a moderate graded walk, approx 3 hours, 10.5 km each
way. Meet 7.50am at West Melton pub carpark.

Names to Murray Hight 027-555-0059. Book by 4™ March.
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Prebble Hill--Cave Stream

Evelien Baas

This easy trip goes over and under some of the more interesting limestone formations in
the Castle Hill basin. We start from the Cave Stream car park and head down Broken River
before climbing 902m Prebble Hill. This is the one visible from SH73 apparently covered in
pebbles but close up they are huge and erosion carved into animal shapes that are only
limited by the imagination. On our return we have the opportunity to traverse the
underground Cave Stream. Bring a torch, some warm clothing and a full change for the
car. You will get wet! Meet 9.00am at Church Corner.

Names to Evelien Baas 027-557-5521. Book by 7t" March.

Redcliffe Saddle — Tribulation Hut

Graeme Nicholas

An easy-moderate overnight tramp in Hakatere area. Open country tramping up and over
the Redcliffe low saddle to a basic 6-bunk hut. About 4 hours each day.

Transport cost approx. $70 per car.

Names to Graeme Nicholas 027-504-7726. Book by 16" March.

Erewhon Ski Hut

Murray Hight

Meet at the West Melton Pub car park, drive to Mount Somers, and take the Hakatere
Potts road. It is approximately 140 km one way driving, estimated to take 1.5 hours each
way. The tramp starts just before Erewhon Station and is well marked with a DOC sign on
the side of the road. Starting at 650 metres elevation we follow the four-wheel track to the
hut and should take about three hours. The pictures on the net show that this hut is on the
luxury side and, should be, as to book the entire hut it is an eye watering $1440 per night.
An option could be to carry on and summit Mt Potts, if there is anyone keen. If enough
people turn up an option is to split into two groups: fast and moderate. Even at the locked
hut, there are sweeping views of the High Country. Trip is graded moderate.

Meet 8.00am at the West Melton Pub Car park.

Names to Murray Hight roslynfarm@gmail.com or 027-555-0059. Book by 215t March.

Quail Island by Waka

Murray Hight

A rescheduled trip as the last Waka paddle was cancelled due to bad weather so hopefully
the weather will be more settled by then. Paddling from Naval Point round Quail Island,
with a lunch stop on the South side. Bring old clothes and change of clothes plus $10 each
plus your lunch. We will get instruction from a experienced Club paddler before we go.
One of the Club members will ride with us. Allow for 2 hours.

Already have 6x confirmed. Need another 4- 5 people for 2nd Waka. First in first served.
Be at Naval Point Club house by 10.50 am.

Names to Murray Hight 0275-550059 to reserve your place.

West Coast Ghost Town--Big River
Graeme Nicholas 027-504-7726
A moderate rated trip to explore Waiuta ghost town near Reefton on the Friday, staying at
the DOC Waiuta hostel, and then the following day, tramp into Big River staying overnight
at the Big River Hut, and return on Sunday. Depart from Christchurch midday Friday. Cost
$165 per car plus hostel and hut fees. (Will postpone trip to following weekend if bad
weather or booking issues.)
Contact Graeme by 1% April as accommodation needs to be booked.
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TRIP REPORTS

Please email trip reports to the editor at karenfincham97 @gmail.com by the end of the month for inclusion in
the following month’s newsletter, in docx format with minimal formatting, or email text. Photos need to be
around 640x480 pixels (about 100 to 200 kilobytes). Photos with date and time in the file-name allow them to
be placed in the correct order. ¥

NIKAU PALM GULLY: SATURDAY 31t JANUARY 2026

A grand total of three turned up at the meeting place for this rather tame walk, but with exciting scenery.

The start point is 5km out of Akaroa at the Hostel. The walk is following a four-wheel drive track, perched high
above the ocean. On the way to the Gully, we could see a large number of boats enjoying the excellent weather.
On arrival at the gully, we were greeted with a DOC sign saying the stairs down to the Palms were shut due to
a small rock fall. We had lunch at the sign and walked leisurely back to the cars. Due to the fine weather, we
went for a quick swim in the ocean back at Akaroa.

We were, Murray (Leader) Darcy and Sarah (a potential new member).z4MH

2026_0131_1206 MH 2026_0131_1235 MH

Warning

End of Nikau Palm Gully Track.

Do not go past this point.
Significant rock and fall hazard.

2026_0131 1204 MH
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FLAGPOLE : SUNDAY 8t FEBRUARY 2026

Seven hardy souls turned up at the meeting place and we then added one more at Darfield, then continued to
drive to Whitecliffs for our tramp. When we got out of the cars to put our boots and packs on, we were greeted
by a misty rain. The forecast was for 5mm of rain, still this was better than sitting on the couch inside all day.
The tramp followed a four-wheel drive track to the top, through farmland and forestry. Once at the top, we
didn't stay long due to the rain, and we decided to retreat back the same way.

The rain stopped when we were almost back at the cars, and the sky started to clear, so we were rewarded
with some nice views after all. We decided to search for the old Copper mine, upstream from the Selwyn River,
but we did not find this and realised it must be much further on that we expected. From there, it was a brief

walk back to the cars.
We were, Murray (Leader), Kerry, Lee, Joy, Karen, Sandra, Gemma and Kim. @4MH

“The track up to the flagpole is here somewhere!” The Flagpole? 2026_0208_1124 KF
Sandra, Kerry, Karen & Kim 2026_0208_1115 KF

The view behind us on our return to the cars.
' The copper mine somewhere here?
2026_0208_1306 KF




MESSAGES

Notice of 2026 AGM

The PTC 84th Annual General Meeting is to be held in the Oxford Terrace Baptist Church
Hall on Tuesday 10th March 2026 starting promptly at 7.30pm prior to any normal Club
night activities.

The agenda will include:-

1. Election of Officers and Executive members

Nominations for positions, signed by the nominee, proposer and seconder, may be sent to
secretary(@ptc.nz prior to the meeting. In addition, nomination forms will be available at

the door at the AGM on 10" March and must be handed to a committee member prior to

the start of the AGM.

2. Notified motions

Please note that any member wishing to give notice of a motion for consideration at the
AGM should forward their notice to secretary@ptc.nz or hand to a committee member at
or prior to our 10th FEBRUARY Club night.

The complete AGM agenda, including any Notices of Motion received, will be circulated on
Communicator in February.

The PTC Executive Committee

Due to changes at NZ Post, and changes in mailing habits, we have now terminated our PTC NZ Post Box so do
not have a postal address. All correspondence should now be sent electronically to secretary@ptc.nz
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